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SHARING THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL ...
Evangelizing Through Love

5th Annual Children’s Camp in Lesozavodsk,
August 4th-8th

This year, forty children came to the 5th annual summer camp
in Lesozavodsk, a village 225 miles north of Vladivostok.
Thirteen FOCUS* missionaries and the CJD sisters were joined
by four CJD brothers and Russian parishioner Viktor in leading
the camp. Each day the children sang songs, received
instruction in the basics of the Faith, heard inspiring stories
from the Bible and the lives of the saints, ate a hot lunch, swam
in the river, and played lots of soccer, frisbee, and tag!
We were especially excited to see about two-thirds of
the children return from previous years. They all come from
poor families, and most of them do not know their biological
fathers. Because we’ve known some of the participants, ages
5-16, for five years, they felt comfortable telling us some of the
ways God has been working in their lives.
Sasha**, now 16, shared that she wants to become a
religious sister! She was baptized through her own initiative
at age nine when her mother was in the hospital, and then she
influenced her cousin to be baptized, too. She came to our first
camp in 2011. This year, she took the song sheets home with her
and sang them to her sister at night. We had added a song that
is a prayer for the family, with a verse for Dad, Mom, sisters, and
brothers. Sasha told us that she prayed it for her family every
time she woke up in the middle of the night during the camp.
She looks out for all the kids in the neighborhood, like an older
sister.
Anastasia**, age 14, unexpectedly shared details of her
life when asked about her brothers and sisters. She started by
saying that she has never met her older sister, whom her mother
placed for adoption, and that her little brother is her halfbrother. Then she added, “But, actually, there are supposed to be
seven of us. My mother had four abortions.” As we asked about
her father, she said that she had never met him until this year,
and when she found him, he refused to acknowledge her as his
daughter, saying that he had never heard that her mother was
expecting. Despite all of this, Anastasia is such a peaceful,
“Yippee!” Anya** enjoys a relay race during the
children’s camp in Lesozavodsk.

(Continued, see Lesozavodsk, p. 3.)

*Fellowship of Catholic University Students

**Name changed.

Guests to Dom Marii

Young adults helped harvest vegetables from
the convent garden on Russian Island.

Russian young adults on pilgrimage to the National Catholic
Young Adult Conference in Novosibirsk joined us for Vespers
and tea.

Religious from Vladivostok gathered for a cookout and
prayer to celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Living the Year of Consecrated Life
by Mother Julia
We are so grateful to Pope Francis for having declared a
special time for the Church to celebrate religious life from
Nov. 30, 2014 until Feb. 2, 2016. It has, indeed, been a
time of blessings for us in many ways. You have been a
great part of those blessings, and we ask you to join us
in rejoicing and thanking God. The pope outlined three
goals for the Year of Consecrated Life, namely: “to look to
the past with gratitude,” “to live the present with passion,”
and “to embrace the future with hope.” In our lives, it is
very important to thank God continually for His call to
us to follow Him more closely in a personal and spousal
relationship and to focus on the needs of the Church! The
needs of the world are so great in our time; it is not difficult
to be His disciples with enthusiasm. We must trust in Him;
where else can we go but to Him who is All-knowing, Allpowerful, and All-loving? +

Fifty-four Scouts from Hungary camped one night
outside Dom Marii. One Scout mom said gratefully
after praying in our chapel, “Now I’m spiritually
re-energized to continue our journey.” Another
woman said, “This place would make a great retreat
center!” We said, “That’s our dream!”

Prayer Request
The ownership of the apartment
where the CJD sisters live in Dom
Marii is being questioned by city
officials. Please pray that all will
work out
according to God’s will. We are also
still trying to acquire more
apartments.

Post-Abortion Healing

Lesozavodsk (continued from p. 1)

Part 1 of 2
By Sr. Gemma Maria Stein

Among the many active ministries of the Sisters in Jesus
the Lord, there is an emphasis on promoting the Culture
of Life. We are involved on various levels, whether it is
praying outside of abortion clinics alongside pro-life
counselors, volunteering at Mother’s Refuge*, speaking out
against euthanasia, or any other ways that we may promote
the dignity of human life.
There is an often overlooked pro-life ministry, one
that is filled with such healing and grace as no words can
describe. It is called Rachel’s Vineyard, and while not many
people may be familiar with it, the world is very much in
need of the help
this
program
provides.
R a c h e l ’s
Vineyard is a
retreat that was
co-founded
by Kevin and
Dr.
Theresa
Burke to help
those who are
suffering from
post-abortive
trauma.
Even
though most of
the retreats take place over the course of a single weekend,
the effects are life-changing and life-long.
Years ago, when Rachel’s Vineyard first took root,
there were very few retreats to be found, due to the lack of a
budget and little or no means of advertising, yet this vineyard
would flourish by the grace of God, Who, in His infinite
goodness, has greatly blessed this ministry. Nowadays, more
than 1,000 Rachel’s Vineyard retreats take place every year, in
most areas of the United States as well as in 57 other countries
throughout the world, and the harvest continues.
My involvement with Rachel’s Vineyard began in
November 2013. I went into the retreat not knowing what
to expect. As part of the required training to serve on the
Rachel’s Vineyard team at future retreats, I attended a retreat
as a participant. Since I had not had an abortion, I needed to
search my soul for something else in my life to bring to that
weekend, something that needed healing. That is, perhaps,
the first lesson one learns in this experience: It does not
matter who we are, we all need healing of some sort. For
anyone suffering from an abortion experience, a Rachel’s
Vineyard retreat holds the key that opens up the floodgates
of healing graces. To be continued next issue.
*a home for unwed mothers under the age of 21

joyful girl, who also decided on her own to be baptized at age nine. We showed her pictures from
the young adult conference from the week before. Maybe she will attend in a few years! We
are starting a monthly Bible study with these
two girls on our next visit to Lesozavodsk. +

News Notes
•

•

•

•
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Thirty people consecrated or re-consecrated their
lives to Jesus through Mary with a special Mass at
Our Lady of Lourdes parish in Raytown on May
31. Seven of them had just completed a 33-day
preparation with Mother Julia.
Sr. Maria Stella visited the U.S. in April and May
to see family, friends, and our sisters in Raytown.
She spoke about our mission to several churches,
schools and parish groups. Thank you to all who so
warmly welcomed her!
Sr. Maria Damiana Lee, CJD, renewed her
temporary vows as a Sister in Jesus the Lord on July
31. Temporary vows are made for three years and
then renewed yearly until perpetual vows are taken.

Sr. Catherine Marie has been in the U.S. since May,
assisting Mother Julia and continuing her master’s
degree program in psychology. She will return to
Russia at the end of October.
The 19th annual Far-Eastern Catholic Young Adult
Conference was held in Khabarovsk, Russia, July
27th-31st. FOCUS missionaries taught participants
how to lead Bible studies and gave talks on prayer,
evangelization, and Pope John Paul II’s teaching,
the Theology of the Body. Sr. Maria Stella served as
the main translator from Russian to English.
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Photo: FOCUS missionaries with children
from Lesozavodsk.

How can I help?
BE A PRAYER PARTNER

SEND A SISTER TO RUSSIA

We send a list of prayer intentions by email or regular
mail (if no email) each month to our prayer partners.
To become a prayer partner with us, send us a note,
or email us at cjdprayerpartner@gmail.com.

No gift is too small! All donations are tax-deductible.

Is God asking YOU to be a priest or sister
for Russia?
Many missionaries are needed! Please
join us in praying for vocations to serve
the Roman Catholic Church in the Russian
Far-East.
See our websites for more information: www.cjd.cc and www.vladmission.com.
Photo: Sr. Maria Stella with camper in Lesozavodsk.

Make donations online: www.cjd.cc
Make checks payable to:
Sisters in Jesus the Lord
Send to:
Sisters in Jesus the Lord
7009 Blue Ridge Blvd
Raytown, MO 64133-5629

Wish List
Frequent Flier Miles: Capital One, any amount; other
types, preferably 25,000 miles or more at a time.
Mission Travel: Help us get to our mission. It costs approximately $2,000.00 per sister to fly roundtrip from
Kansas City to Vladivostok.

