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Sisters in Jesus the Lord Get Ready for Russia
Sisters in Jesus the Lord is a new private
association seeking to “bring people to Jesus
and Jesus to people” (John Paul II), starting with
reviving the Roman Catholic Church in the Russian
Far-East. Two Roman Catholic American priests
are working in Vladivostok, Russia, the Canons
Regular of Jesus the Lord,
and we will be their sister
community. When we
asked what they needed
most in Russia, they said
“Sisters.”
The re-opened Most
Holy Mother of God
Catholic
Church
in
Vladivostok, and 11 other
newly founded parishes in
far-eastern Russia, are in

desperate need of more
young women and men
to give their lives to
God in religious life.
The Sisters in Jesus the
Lord feel so blessed to
already
have
some
answering yes to that
need. We have three members so far, with others
discerning to apply soon.
Sister Maria Stella on
August 6, 2005
(First Private Vows)

We will be helping by:

1. feeding orphans and street children,
2. doing pro-life counseling and postabortion ministry,
3. music ministry and catechesis,
4. taking care of abandoned elderly in
their homes, and more.
Most importantly, we’ll “be sisters” through
faithful daily prayer with parishioners and through
our community life. A most important work for

missionaries is to help the people of the parishes to
truly know that the Eucharist is the heart and soul of
our faith. Sisters kneeling daily in Eucharistic
adoration in the parish church, teaching the
children, teens, and adults their faith, and working
in the various parish ministries to the greater
community are a vital help in establishing a lasting
true faith. Our community is dedicated to being
faithful to the Magisterium of the Catholic
Church.
Sisters in Jesus the Lord is in its earliest stage of
becoming a religious order of missionary sisters.
For now, we wear our full-length habits in the
convent, and we are looking forward to the day
when we will wear them in public.

Study will be oriented toward achieving the
following goals for each sister:

to develop a lifelong thirst for growing in her
knowledge of Jesus the Lord
to be thoroughly pro-life and to proclaim the
pro-life message in her every endeavor
to be mindful of the
necessity of using
modern technology
and the media to
spread the Gospel
 to learn about
leadership
for
personal
development and to
develop leadership
among parishioners
and
the
wider
community
to be self-sufficient,
self-motivated,
and
Adoration at St. Agnes
self-disciplined
in Convent Chapel, St. Paul,
Minnesota
order to meet the
extraordinary challenges of the missions
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WHY RUSSIA?
Our Blessed Mother Mary
asked for the conversion of
Russia
at
her
Fatima
appearances in 1917. For years
many prayers have been said in
response to her request. Now
Mary has opened the door
Icon of Our Lady of
through the collapse of
Vladivostok
communism in Russia.
Many graces must have been won for the reviving
of the faith in Russia by the hundreds of thousands
of martyrs who perished in Russia this past century
(perhaps more than in any other time or country).
Now people are yearning and looking for ways to
fill the void in their hearts left by atheistic
communism.
When the two American priests arrived in
Vladivostok in 1991, they came “face to face” with
the fact that the severe religious persecution in the
far-East had left that region almost completely
without the faith. They learned that saying a rosary
alone or with a few others meant death; and so did
having a holy card, a prayer book, a religious
picture, or even one’s first Holy Communion
picture. An elderly lady came to bring them her
Communion picture. She had just dug it out from a
hole in her wall which her parents had plastered
over during the 70 years of atheistic rule. In this
regard, one of the greatest sufferings in the Far-East
was for parents, who were prevented from bringing
their children up in the faith. If their children
mentioned even a hint about the faith, they too lost
their lives.
The parish records show that there were
about 12,000 registered parishioners in the Most
Holy Mother of God Roman Catholic Cathedral
parish when the persecution hit Vladivostok in
the early 1930s. Almost all of them were martyred
before the persecution was over, 7,000 at one time
during the height of the persecution.
The parish’s young assistant Polish Priest,
Father Jerzy Jurkievicz (1884-1942), spent over ten
years in a Soviet concentration
camp (gulag) before he died. The
last person who reported seeing him
says he was lacking one eye, and
had been tortured. Pray with us for
his intercession. +

PLEASE HELP YOUNG WOMEN
GIVE THEIR LIVES TO GOD


“PRAY” remember our community, the priests
and the Catholic Church in Russia in your
prayer.

“So I say to you: Ask and it
will be given to you…”
 “ADOPT A POSTULANT OR NOVICE:”

$7,800 takes care of the
needs of a single novice for
an entire year, including
her
religious
training,
tuition for Catholic Studies,
housing, food, clothing,
insurance and mission
travel expenses.

Postulant Nicole

-- Be one of a hundred!
Give a gift of $78 and help pay for a year in the
postulancy or novitiate.
 “ADOPT A SISTER”
$9700 provides the above, plus helps build her
home in Russia.
-- Be one of hundred! Give a gift of $97 and
help a sister to be prepared.
 “ BE A MONTHLY SPONSOR”
-- Be a monthly sponsor! and send
___$200 ___$100 ____$50 ___$25
No gift is too small!
All donations are tax-deductible.
Make donations on-line at www.cjd.cc under
“Contact Us,” or
Make checks payable to:

Sisters in Jesus the Lord
Send to:
Sisters in Jesus the Lord
525 Thomas Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55103-1698

+
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Lifelong dream of helping Russia fulfilled …
(Interview with Sister Julia Kubista)
When did you first think of helping Russia?
A short time before I was to make my first vows
as a Maryknoll Missioner, I prayed over my life’s
decision. My mother had often told me that God
leads you by your likes and dislikes. She said if you
want to know where God is leading you, then look
at what you like to do. So that day in prayer I asked
myself, "If there were no stumbling blocks and I
could choose to do anything in the world, what
would I like most?" The answer came so quickly
and so clearly ... I would like to convert Russia, I
would like to help Mary lift away the atheistic
communism gripping that country, and reawaken
the joy of the faith.
Of all the countries in the world, why Russia?
At first I remember wondering
why that idea came so strongly to
me. I can remember from a very
young age that after every Mass, at
the request of the Holy Father,
everyone remained while the priest
led us in the Creed, Our Father, and
three Hail Mary's for the conversion
of Russia. All the time I was
growing up, it was a very common
petition for the family rosary, and
also at many Catholic gatherings.

I'll never forget the reaction of the people at the
first lesson in the villages, when, after they told how
long ago God had gone far away from them, we
would ask, “What would you think if God wanted to
be close to you once again?“ Nor can I forget the
night the young mother burst into tears as we were
telling them of our Lord’s passion. When asked
why she was crying, she said, “Jesus was so good,
…He was so good, how could they do that to Him?”
Why did you come home from Africa?
I came home to take care of both of my parents
who were seriously ill. While taking care of them I
kept their organic farm going, and was blessed to
work with the pro-lifers in Southern Minnesota on
many pro-life projects. After my parents died I
started working for the Minnesota
Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL)
at their state office, and organized a
pro-life abstinence to marriage
conference for 2000 teenagers in a
metro school district.
Did you think about helping Russia
during those years?
I started thinking again about
helping Russia in 1995 after I met
two American missionary priests
who were working in Russia. They came to our
parish on one of their fundraising trips. I started
helping them with their mission in little ways, for
example I had them interviewed about their work,
made a video and had it played on all the metro TV
access stations.
I was looking to do more. One day I asked the
question, "What help do they need most?" They
answered, "We need sisters!"

Sister Julia Kubista, M.M., forming
young women for
the mission in Russia

Did you become a missionary sister, then, in order
to go to Russia?
No. It was impossible because the Iron
Curtain around Russia was firmly in place. There
was little or no foreign mission work going on in
Russia. Thus I thought that, even if I can't go to
Russia, there would be the possibility that as a
missionary I might be sent to a country dominated
by atheistic communism and work to help them
overcome it. In that way I could help start battling
back this scourge hitting the world.
I took my vows, and my first mission
assignment was to Tanzania, Africa. For fifteen
years I was engaged for a few years in teaching in
secondary schools, and then I became part of an
evangelization team, working with nomads.
What were some of your most memorable
experiences in Africa?

What was your response to them?
It was everything I had ever wanted to do. I
started to pray about it. One day in the fall of 2002,
the pilgrim statue of our Lady of Fatima visited the
Church of St. Agnes, St. Paul, MN. I was privileged
to organize Masses, talks, rosaries, an all-night
adoration, etc. in honor of our Blessed Mother. The
courage to say “yes” to the idea became stronger.
Praying the rosary often during the year of the
rosary made doors start opening.
(continued→ )
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How did you begin?
I put an insert into the Fathers’ bi-monthly
newsletter, the Vladivostok Sunrise, saying that a
missionary order of sisters was starting which would
begin work in Russia. Kelly Whittier, now Sister Maria
Stella, who took her first private vows this past August,
called me the day she received the newsletter. A new
postulant, Nicole Morse, joined us this past May, and
several other young women are taking a very serious
look at our order.

Women interested in discerning a religious
vocation…
Please call for more info about spending a few days with
us here at St. Agnes Convent in St. Paul, MN. There will
be time to talk with us, and to pray, reflect and discern
whether God might be calling you to be a sister! (651)
291-7777 or info@cjd.cc

What are your plans for the future?
Some young women are currently applying to join
us. Once we have three trained missionaries who have,
among other things, a thorough knowledge of their faith,
a good skill in speaking Russian, and some knowledge
of Russian culture, they will start a community in
Vladivostok. This could happen as soon as August 2007.
It would be a dream come true, if some of our young
women in formation could also spend a summer in
Vladivostok studying Russian and helping the Fathers.

Sisters in Jesus the Lord and volunteers

For more information about the Roman Catholic
Church in Vladivostok, Russia, go to
www.cjd.cc/links.htm - Mary Mother of God Mission
or www.vladmission.org.
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