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As pastor, Monsignor Richard J. Schuler, always 
eager for a mission outreach, welcomed two 
American priests from Russia to make the Church 
of St. Agnes in St. Paul, MN, their home base.  
When Sister Julia Kubista responded to the priests’ 
request for an order of sisters to help them in 
Russia, Monsignor Schuler was most supportive.   
 
As young women came to join our private 
association, Sisters in Jesus the Lord, Monsignor 
Schuler, by then pastor emeritus of St. Agnes, was 
often available to give us advice and 
encouragement. When it came time for Sister Maria 
Stella to make her first private vows, in August of 
2005, Monsignor Schuler was the principal 
celebrant of the Mass.   
 
Starting last summer, each time we visited him at 
his new residence, he spoke of his hope for our 
association and assured us that he was praying for 
us.  He told us that we have a mandate to do pro-life 
work as a community in this age in history, in 
which the Culture of Death is so palpable.  

His emphasis on sacred music and the liturgy was 
particularly an inspiration for us, as we are seeking 
to be sisters in the canoness tradition.  For example, 
following the Second Vatican Council, Monsignor 
Schuler started sung Gregorian Chant Vespers, with 
Exposition and Benediction.  We attend this 
Vespers service each Sunday, as part of our daily 
sung Liturgy of the Hours. 
 
Monsignor  Schuler  passed  from  this  life  on  
April 20, 2007.  May his soul, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.+ 
 

 
L-R: Collette, Sr. Julia, Sr. Catherine Marie, Emily, Fr. 

Sebastian D’Silva of Nakhodka, Russia, & Sr. Maria Stella 
on the occasion of a postulant welcome Mass, May 31, 2007 

 
TWO SISTERS WILL ATTEND 

REDEDICATION OF CHURCH IN 
VLADIVOSTOK THIS OCTOBER! 

 
We are delighted to announce that, through the 
generosity of friends of the community, Sister Julia and 
Sister Maria Stella will be able to attend the rededication 
Mass of Most Holy Mother of God Roman Catholic 
Church in Russia this October 7th! They will be there for 
two weeks, and then go to the Russian Mission 
Conference in Las Vegas, NV on the way home.  The 
bishop of Irkutsk will celebrate the Mass of 
Rededication.  The sisters will have a first-hand look at 
the areas of work where the fathers need the most help. 
They will also have the chance to view the progress of 
the orphan fruit and milk and grandmother programs, 
which they are promoting here in the States.+ 
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THE SISTERS IN JESUS THE LORD 
SING THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
 
Every Sunday afternoon at 3 pm in the Twin Cities, 
Relevant Radio, a Catholic network (1330 AM), airs 
Sisters in Jesus the Lord singing the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet! This is now available on CD for a suggested 
donation of $10.00. The Divine Mercy Chaplet is 
accompanied by harp, flute, and viola. Also on the CD 
are two songs written by a member of our community: 
the Memorare and a song entitled “Come, Blessed 
Mother.”+ 
 

 
 

NEWS UPDATES: 
 

 The Merciful Maidens of Bristow, Virginia, a 
 group of Catholic girls ages 11-13, have made 
 21 baby blankets for the orphans in Russia! 
 Thank you.  
 A friend of ours came up with a wonderful idea 
 to help support the Russian orphans: saints 
 bracelets! Each bracelet has four different saints’ 
 medals. See our website to purchase one.  All 
 the profits go directly toward the Orphan Milk 
 and Fruit and Grandmother Programs!  
 We are grateful to the 7th-grade class at Holy 
 Trinity School in Greenfield, MA. They have 
 spiritually adopted our community! 
 Our Vocation Discernment Weekend here at St. 
 Agnes Convent in June went well—we 
 welcomed five young women—a great joy! 
 This year, we had the largest group yet for 
 the annual National Meeting of the Institute 
 on Religious Life in Chicago—51 of us  traveled  
 together from St. Paul,  Minnesota! More than 
 60 religious orders were represented. On 
 Sunday, Sisters in Jesus the Lord had the 
 privilege of providing music for the closing 
 Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday. Mark your 
 calendars  now for next year’s trip, the weekend 
 after Easter:  March 28-30, 2008. 
 We have received a serger for sewing! Thanks!+  

Coming Soon... 
 

October 19-21, 2007 
Russian Mission Conference in Las Vegas, NV, 

led by Fr. Daniel Maurer of our brother community, 
Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord 

www.vladmission.org 
Consider attending, and/or encourage a friend.  

 
ANOTHER YOUNG WOMAN CALLED 

TO SERVE GOD! 
  

As of May 31, 2007, we have a new postulant!   
 

We need your continued financial support and 
prayers in order to send well-trained, faith-filled 
missionary sisters to Russia. 
 

God bless you for your generosity.  
  
 

SILENT DESERT DAYS  
AT ST. AGNES CONVENT! 

We sisters have a Desert Day (23 hours of silence 
and prayer) once each month. We invite women 

ages 17 and older to join us here at the convent, at 
no charge. 

 
Our next "Desert Days" are 
July 28-29 and August 25-26. 

Please see our website for more details. + 
 

 
TO CONTACT SISTERS OR CANONS: 

 

Sisters in Jesus the Lord 
525 Thomas Ave, St. Paul, MN 55103 
(651) 291-7777 www.cjd.cc info@cjd.cc 
 
Mary Mother of God Mission Society 
1854 Jefferson Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105-1662 
(651) 227-0208 www.vladmission.org 
A lay mission organization supporting our brother  
community in Vladivostok, Russia. 
 
Sisters in Jesus the Lord is a new private association seeking to 

“bring people to Jesus and Jesus to people” (John Paul II), starting 
with reviving the Roman Catholic Church in the Russian Far-East. 
For now, the members may use their religious names and wear the 
habit in the convent only. Two Roman Catholic American priests, 
who are Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord, are working in 
Vladivostok, Russia, and we will be their sister community.  
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HE  SAVED  MY  LIFE          by Sister Julia 
 
Q:  In the mission areas where you worked, were there 
doctors available to help you when you needed them? 
 
A:  I’d like to tell you about two outstanding doctors I 
knew in Africa. Six months after I arrived, I met a doctor 
who saved my life.   
 
He was from India, and looked taller than he really was 
because he was perhaps the thinnest person I ever met.   
I had been sick for four days, and it was being presumed 
that I had malaria for the third time.  However, even 
though I was taking the usual malaria medicine, I felt 
worse each day that passed.   He came quickly to our 
convent after we called him. 
 
He had already been told that I had a high fever that was 
not responding to the malaria medicine.  Cerebral 
malaria (which was always fatal), yellow fever, various 
types of flu, and other fevers common in Africa were 
among the possibilities.  He asked one question:  “How 
did your illness start?”  It was easy for me to remember 
because it had been severe and quick.  “A terrible 
stomach ache,” I said.   He said, “It’s typhoid,” gave me 
the medicine, and left.  He was right on his diagnosis.  
 
In two weeks, I went to his clinic. It was at the end of the 
short main street of our small town, Morogoro, 
Tanzania.  It consisted of two small 10’ x 10’ rooms, the 
first being the waiting room.   As I entered, I scared the 
goat and excited the chickens that were being held by 
several people waiting in line to see him.  I found out 
later that he never charged anyone, but did accept 
whatever gifts patients offered.  There was one folding 
chair, presumably for whoever was “really” sick. 
 
The second room, his office, had just enough room for 
one large desk, which was so heaped with medicine 
bottles (his pharmacy) that he had only a very small 
writing area in front of him.  Looking over the heap of 
medicine, he asked me a couple quick questions before 
he reached into the pile of bottles, amazingly knowing 
exactly where to find the rest of my typhoid prescription.   
A friendly goodbye ended my doctor’s visit.   
 
One has to marvel, how many lives he must have saved 
in his lifetime.  I heard that he lived very simply, worked 
long hours, and was always available when someone 
needed him.  What an example he was for us. 
 
Q:  He did save your life! Who was the other doctor? 
 
A: The second unique doctor I met, this time while 
working with the nomads, was Fr. Watchinger from 
Austria.  He was both a priest and a doctor, and along 
with having a great fondness for “speck,” he designed 
and directed the building of two hospitals more than 100  

 
Fr. Watchinger & Sr. Amadea, RN, c. 1978 medical safari 

 
miles apart, ran both of them, and was the only “flying 
doctor” for the whole area. 
 
To be a flying doctor on the African missions takes great 
courage.  Where we were, the landing strips were made 
by hand with hoes and shovels.  The area had 
mountainous terrain with unusual down-drafts, and the 
pilot had no assistance from the ground when landing. 
To hear of a crash was not uncommon. 
 
Fr. Watchinger flew once a week to different areas.  One 
time, at his card table set up near the plane, he was 
working at examining the usual long line of sick people.  
It was getting late in the afternoon and, because the 
landing strip back at his mission hospital had no lights, it 
was urgent that he stay with the scheduled departure 
time.  His helpers were working hard to pick out the 
sickest people in the remaining line to allow them to see 
the doctor before the time was up.  One young man, too 
sick to be in the line, was propped up against a small tree 
about 200 feet away from where the doctor was working.   
The young man’s family had already carried him on a 
homemade stretcher for hundreds of miles to three 
different hospitals seeking help, but to no avail. 
  
Several times that afternoon, Fr. Watchinger’s helpers 
had asked him to step over to see him.  Now they made 
one more plea.  The doctor, pausing a minute from the 
patient he was working on, looked in the direction of the 
young man and said, “Put him on the plane.”  His 
helpers protested, “Why? You haven’t even examined 
him.”  The doctor responded, “Can’t you tell by the way 
he is holding his head that he has a tumor on his brain?”  
In Nairobi the tumor was found, and removed, and the 
cured young man was flown back to his family.+  
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Vladivostok: Our First  
Mission Destination 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

BE A PRAYER PARTNER WITH 
SISTERS IN JESUS THE LORD! 

 
We believe that God wants us to get to Russia as soon as 
possible to help the growing Catholic Church in the 
Russian Far-East with Father Myron Effing and the 
Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord. We are eagerly 
preparing for the day when we can join them. We hope 
to send three sisters in August of 2009.   
 
Please pray that young women who have a vocation to 
missionary life will come, and that our community will 
develop according to God’s plan. We send a list of 
prayer intentions via email each month to all our prayer 
partners.  
 
To become a prayer partner with us, please email 
us at sisterjulia@cjd.cc, or send us your postal address.  
Your prayers are our life-line! 
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ADOPT  A SISTER! 
 

 
 

Make donations on-line at www.cjd.cc or 
Make checks payable to: 
Sisters in Jesus the Lord 
Send to:  525 Thomas Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55103-1691 

No gift is too small!  All donations are tax-deductible. 
WISH LIST:                (651) 291-7777 

1. An oboe. 
2. Copies of the Liber Usualis, new or used. 
3. Individual copies of old Catholic hymnals-with harmony. 
4. Volunteer secretarial help,  if you live nearby.                  

~ HOW CAN I HELP? ~ 
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