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Sisters in Jesus the Lord: One Step Closer
POSTULANT TO BECOME A
NOVICE THIS JUNE!

sisters, has its national meeting the weekend after
Easter at Mundelein Seminary outside of Chicago.
Over the past six years, six young people who have
traveled with Sister Julia have entered religious life,
while several others are currently discerning which
order they will join.
[continued on page 2 →]

“...GO, THEREFORE, AND MAKE
DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS .…”
Matthew 28:19

(An Interview with Sister Julia Kubista, M.M.)

Postulant Nicole and Sister Maria Stella

On June 18th, the Feast of Corpus Christi, Nicole
will become a postulant here at the convent of St.
Agnes. Fr. Daniel Maurer of our brother community
will be the main celebrant, a great honor for us as he
lives in Vladivostok, Russia! Nicole came to us last
year from Iowa on May 31st, the Feast of the
Visitation.
She is currently completing her first year of Russian
and Catholic Studies at the University of St.
Thomas here in St. Paul.
ENTRANCE DATE FOR NEW
POSTULANT(S): AUGUST 15, 2006
We are looking forward to welcoming at least one
young woman this August to our fledgling private
association!

SISTERS IN JESUS THE LORD LEADS
GROUP OF 35 TO VOCATION
WEEKEND
Every year, the Institute on Religious Life, an
organization of many orders of priests, brothers and

As missionaries, the Sisters in Jesus the Lord are
dedicated to making Jesus,
Who said "I am the Truth,"
known, loved, and obeyed.
We are a new private
association. Our focus is to
work in nations where people
have either never been taught
the Faith, or where the Faith
once was taught but has been
mostly destroyed, as it was
by the Communists in
Russia.
Q:
A challenging task,
indeed. What does one do
first?
A: All my mission experience points to the primacy
of
introducing
the
Our Lady of Fatima,
Faith; making Christ
known has to be the
please pray for our
cornerstone of all other
efforts to respond to
activities.
Father
your call for the
Daniel Maurer, C.J.D,
conversion of Russia!
from the Most Holy
Mother of God Parish in Vladivostok, said it this
way last December here in St. Paul at the Russian
[continued on page 3→]
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RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREATS
FOR POST-ABORTION HEALING
You may not be aware that abortion in Russia has
been legal off and on since 1920 (1920-1936; 1955
to the present). Two years ago a woman from
Alaska introduced Rachel’s Vineyard retreats to the
Russian Far-East, and now some men and women
are beginning to heal from the wounds of abortion.
At the same time, Kelly (Sister Maria Stella)
attended one of these retreats in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. She also attended a national training
conference in 2004, and this past March served on
the support team and played the Celtic harp for a
Rachel's Vineyard retreat in St. Paul, MN. Through
this intensive weekend retreat, many women and
[continued on bottom of right column, this page→]

ORPHAN MILK AND FRUIT AND
GRANDMA MENTORING PROGRAM
We are helping to raise funds to supplement the diet
at three orphanages in Russia with a milk and fruit
program, and now
also a new
grandma mentoring
program to help
older Russian
women get to and
from the
orphanages each
day. These older
“grandmas” will be
able to give the
babies the love and
attention they need
for healthy, happy development. Please see our
website for more information.

Sisters in Jesus the Lord
525 Thomas Ave/ St. Paul, MN 55103
(651) 291-7777
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Mary Mother of God Mission Society
(651) 227-0208

www.vladmission.org

Sisters in Jesus the Lord is a new private association seeking
to “bring people to Jesus and Jesus to people” (John Paul II),
starting with reviving the Roman Catholic Church in the Russian
Far-East. For now, the members may use their religious names
and wear the habit in the convent only. Two Roman Catholic
American priests who are Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord are
working in Vladivostok, Russia, and we will be their sister
community.

[IRL Vocation Trip, continued from page 1]

The weekend is a marvelous opportunity to meet
many priests, brothers and sisters in various
religious orders, to share meals with them, and
attend inspiring talks together.
This year Kelly and Nicole, along with several other
participants, led the singing of the Divine Mercy
Chaplet, accompanied by Celtic harp, on Divine
Mercy Sunday. Kelly also played the organ for the
closing Mass on Sunday. +

PRO LIFE...
Sisters in Jesus the Lord is unequivocally pro-life,
involved in many different ministries already:
 March for Life: we coordinate the distribution
of pro-life literature at the MCCL March for
Life (Minnesota branch of National Right to
Life) every year held in St. Paul on January 22nd.
 Pro-life Booth at the County Fair in July.
 Booth in the Parish Hall: every Sunday with
the latest information on voting and current life
issues, pamphlets, pins, bumper stickers, etc.
 Oratory Contest: we host a local contest for
MCCL, sending students to the state contest.
[Rachel’s Vineyard continued from left column]

men are able to grieve their children, reconcile with
God, with others, and the church, and finally to
forgive themselves. The weekend is so effective
especially because many people pray and offer
sacrifices for the healing of these men and women.
We hope to help with the continuation of these
retreats in the Russian Far-East. Please see
www.rachelsvineyard.org for more information
about the retreats.+
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NEW SILENT DAYS OF REFLECTION FOR
YOUNG WOMEN
This is an opportunity for single women to spend an overnight
and day of complete quiet for prayer and reflection at St.
Agnes Convent in St. Paul. The first one was this March, with
eight young women. They were delighted to have time to
pray, and to join us in singing the Liturgy of the Hours.

Our next "Silent Day of Reflection" will be June
24-25, 2006. Please contact us if you would like to
attend! info@cjd.cc or 651-291-7777. See our website
for more details under “Prayer Days.”
[Interview with Sr. Julia continued from page 1]

conference, "If you give him a fish, he'll eat for a
day. If you teach him to fish, he'll eat for a lifetime.
If he fishes without the love of Christ in his heart,
maybe he won't let anyone else eat."
The Communists emptied their hearts of Christ with
terrible consequences. One result was that they
starved at least seven million people to death in the
Ukraine, from 1932-33, to “teach them a lesson,”
even though there was an abundance of food.
Q: How do you introduce Christ to people who
have never heard of Him?
A: Finding just the right way is the core of the
excitement of being a missionary. Each country is
unique, with its own history, its own religious
experience, and its own challenges. In Africa,
where I was on the missions for many years, it was
always a memorable moment to introduce a new
village to Christ.

"If you give him a fish, he'll eat for a day.
If you teach him to fish, he'll eat for a
lifetime. If he fishes without the love of
Christ in his heart, maybe he won't let
anyone else eat."
In our early lessons, we encouraged the assembled
group to share their thoughts about God. They
knew something of God, by the natural law “written
on their hearts.” They knew He had created all
things. However, their creation story ended with a
man who became angry at God, and cut the rope
that had been their connection to God. Because of

this, God withdrew from their whole nation. They
would emphasize how, “Up until then, God had
been very close to us, there was no sickness, and
there was always plenty of food. God was very
connected to our lives, but after the 'anger' incident,
God went far away from us. Sickness and famine
became part of our lives.”
About that time in the lesson, I would ask, "Do you
think that God would ever want to come and be
close to you again?" The silence that came over the
group was
incredible.
Then slowly
they would
start talking
quietly, one
person
to
another at
first,
then
accelerating
into a lively
group
discussion.
Inevitably,
one of the
leaders
would ask,
Coming to the Church for natural and Living water

speaking for everyone, "Sister, do you know
something that we don't know?" After they were
introduced to Christ, their eagerness to know more
about Him continued. Christ is our utter all. He
soon becomes that for everyone who believes in
Him.
Q: Believe it or not, I have been asked this next
question more than once. I would like to see how
you would answer it. Why introduce Christ and His
church to new nations? Why not just let them go on
with the beliefs they already have?
A: I like Scott Hahn's succinct answer to that
question -- that it would be like being on Noah's
Ark, watching some people in a little row boat
trying to catch the ark, and not stopping to pull
them aboard.
Another approach to your question has to do with
Our Lord's words: "I am the Truth." Let us start
there next time.+
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Sisters in Jesus the Lord
525 Thomas Ave
St. Paul, MN 55103-1691

Vladivostok: Our First
Mission Destination

~ HOW CAN I HELP? ~
 BE A PRAYER PARTNER
WITH SISTERS IN JESUS THE LORD!
We believe that God wants us to get to Russia as soon as
possible to help the growing Catholic Church in the
Russian Far-East with Father Myron Effing and the
Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord. We are eagerly
preparing for the day when we can join them. We hope
to send three sisters in August of 2008, which will be
here before we know it. Please pray that young women
who have a vocation to the missionary life will come and
that our community will develop according to God’s
plan. We would like to start a monthly email list of
prayer intentions that we would send our prayer
partners.

Please, will you join us in this endeavor? If
so, please email us with your “yes” to
info@cjd.cc.

 “ADOPT A SISTER!”
No gift is too small! All donations are tax-deductible.

Make donations on-line at
www.cjd.cc or
Make checks payable to:

Sisters in Jesus the Lord
Send to:
Sisters in Jesus the Lord
525 Thomas Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55103-1691
(651) 291-7777
WISH LIST:

Frequent Flier miles: -for round-trip for two to
Vladivostok so we can attend the rededication of the
Church there.
-for round-trip for two or more to Vladivostok Mission
Conference in Nevada Oct 20-22.
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