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MISSION RUSSIA 

Members of the FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) 

mission team pose in front of our apartment building on Russian 

Island as they prepare to begin tearing down old wallpaper, tile, and 

plaster.  L to R: David, Summer, Maria, Sam, Sr. M. Stella, Baba Shura 

(Russian), Shaina, Thomas, and Mike.  

RENOVATIONS NEEDED:RENOVATIONS NEEDED:  
NEW STUDENT & RETREAT CENTER ON RUSSIAN NEW STUDENT & RETREAT CENTER ON RUSSIAN ISLANDISLAND  

The two new bridges are open, and now Russian Island, 

where our convent is located, is connected to Vladivos-

tok! We currently have two one-bedroom apartments on 

Russian Island, on the second floor of a two-story, 100-

year-old building with four apartments on each floor, 

near the beautiful new Far Eastern State University.  

One apartment, which will be our initial convent, is in 

very good condition, and we can live there as soon as the 

city buses add Russian Island to their route. The second 

apartment, which will become a small retreat center with 

a convent/student chapel, has not been lived in for more 

than 20 years!  The foundation is good, the walls are 

brick, and the wood floor will last for years to come. 

However, we need new windows, new plumbing, new 

electricity, new dry-wall, and a new heating system for 

this apartment. Could you help us with any of the renova-

tions?  Could you come and donate your time and labor? 

The other two apartments on the second floor will come 

The Catholic Church is one and universal, and each of us 

is called to support and pray for the missions worldwide.   

In fact, each of us is called to be a missionary!   

The sixth-grade class of St. Gabriel’s School in Kansas 

City, Missouri, embraced this teaching with eagerness as 

they learned about their call to be holy and to use their 

talents and resources to spread God’s Kingdom.  The sixth

-graders spent their last full week of school last spring “On 

Mission with Christ” as novice Sr. Faustina and youth di-

rector Diane Pickert taught them each morning, employing 

Scripture, the Catechism, and the lives of the saints.  

Through the week, the class collected donations for a local 

homeless children’s shelter.   We hope to spread this pro-

gram, developed by Michael Wick of the Institute on Reli-

gious Life, Mundelein, Illinois, so that many more Catho-

lic youth can discover their vocation to holiness of life and 

to evangelization.+ 

Sr. Faustina and youth director Diane Pickert with St. Gabriel’s sixth-

grade class after a week of “On Mission with Christ.” 

up for sale any day. With your assistance, we hope to 

purchase these, so that the entire second floor will be for 

our apostolate: a retreat center, a Newman center, pro-

life center, and an office and small bedrooms for the sis-

ters. Real estate is unusually high in Russia, and we are 

still estimating the cost to be $50,000-$80,000 for each 

apartment. Please specify any donations for this project 

as “Mary’s House,” which is the name of our center.+ 
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Upper Row L to R: Sr. Maria Damiana, Sr. Maria Stella, Sr. Catherine Marie, 
Lower Row L to R: Sr. Faustina Marie, Sr. Julia Mary 

Sr. Damiana  with Lina, an elderly neighbor in  
Kansas City, Missouri, whom we dearly love. 

Daily we witness how important your prayers, sacrifices, and financial generosity are for us and for our 

work.  As you know, with God's help everything is possible, and without it we can do nothing.  St. Paul 

writes in his first letter to the Corinthians, “I planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but God made it 

grow” (1 Cor 3:6).  Without the planting, which is evangelization; the watering, which is prayer, sacri-

fice, and stewardship; and God’s blessing, nothing can grow; nothing can be accomplished for Him. It 

is easy to think that only the missionaries far from home are doing heroic work for God, that the only 

way “truly” to serve God is to be physically on the missions.  God has opened the door for us to send 

sisters to Russia, but only with your prayers, sacrifices, and material aid does our work take place and 

bear great fruit.  God has made things such that we can be missionaries only with your help.  We need 

your spiritual and material assistance!  We need you! 
 

Through the help you give us, you are with us spiritually.  As you pray and offer up sacrifices for us, 

God gives us the strength and the gifts needed to serve His people.  Your financial support makes it 

possible for us to eat, have clothing, have a roof over our heads, and take care of the physical and spir-

itual needs of the people we serve.  God is not limited by space and time.  When you whisper into His 

ear a prayer for us, it is as if you are right there with us, interceding for us.  Your prayer is already 

heard.   
 

It is a joy to see God's work, the fruit of your prayers and sacrifices, unfolding in our various undertak-

ings.  Many of you are “prayer partners” with us, praying special intentions with us monthly.  Please 

ask others to become our prayer partners, as well.  Pray for women to respond to the call to become 

Sisters in Jesus the Lord.  Our Lady of Fatima, intercede for all of us, and help us to accomplish fully 

all your desires.+ 

Baba Lyuba, one of our friends at the hospice in Vladivostok.  She enjoys 
our visits after we finish feeding the patients who need assistance. 

One day we made bouquets of flowers and gave one to each of the 
patients at the hospice.  They were delighted! Some of them never 
receive flowers or visits from loved ones.  One man started to cry. 



 

 

Nadja Pisarenka, director of the Catholic Caritas pro-life centers in the 
Russian Far East, explains to the girls at the camp about the wonder of 
life and the alternatives to abortion offered at this center. 

Sr. Maria Stella and Sr. Catherine Marie led a half hour of music each 
day at the children’s camp in Lesozavodsk. The children  love to sing! 
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Sr. Maria Stella holds one of the orphans at Baby Hospital #3.   
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How can I help? 

Wish List 

Frequent flier miles: Capital One, any amount; other 

types, preferably 25,000 miles or more at a time. 

Music: a set of hand bells, and a flight case for a  

hammered dulcimer.  

Help us continue our life of prayer and      

evangelization in Russia and the USA! 

No gift is too small!  All donations are tax-deductible.   
 Make donations online:   
 www.cjd.cc    

 Make checks payable to:     

 Sisters in Jesus the Lord 

 Send to:     

 Sisters in Jesus the Lord 

 7049 Blue Ridge Blvd 

             Raytown, MO 64133-5679 

 Questions?  
   Call (816) 353-2177 
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Sunset in Vladivostok’s  

Golden Horn Bay 

Be a Prayer Partner 

We send a list of prayer intentions by email or regular 

mail (if no email) each month to our prayer partners.   

To become a prayer partner with us, send us a note or 

email  us: cjdprayerpartner@gmail.com. 

Some go by giving to the missions, others 

give by going to the missions.   

Do you know anyone who might be called to be a sister 

or priest for Russia?  Could God be calling YOU?   

In Russia, we are serving in a diocese the size of the con-

tinental United States and Canada combined, with fewer 

than 100 priests and sisters.  Imagine how difficult it 

would be to have such a small number serving on the 

North American continent.  Consider the call. 

http://www.cjd.cc

