MISSION

RUSSIA

Sisters in Jesus the Lord
Vol. 3, No. 3

www.cjd.cc

Fall 2007

Prayer to Our Lady of Mariapoch
O most blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of mercy,
adorned with miracles, whose icon shed tears
at the place of your mercy in Mariapoch,
we who honor you, humbly beseech your motherly care.
Save our country from all its enemies;
protect the Church;
and join all in one faith that, at last,
the words of Christ may be fulfilled:
“There shall be one fold and one shepherd.”
Do not deny us your intercession;
and obtain for us peaceful times,
health for our bodies and peace for our souls.
Obtain the grace for us
that our last hour finds us in the Christian faith
and in a state of grace
so that we be enabled to gain eternal salvation. Amen.
(www.stanne-byzcath.org)

Our Lady of Mariapoch

On Nov. 4, we were looking for a prayer we
could say daily for Church unity. On Eastern
Catholic sites, we read that on Nov. 4, 1696 (311
years ago), this icon of Mary wept for the first time.
Among Carpatho-Rusyn Christians, the Weeping
Icon of Marijapovch is revered because it stands for
believers as a witness to the protection and
intercession of the Most Holy Mother of God. In the
northeastern plains of Hungary, in the village of
Povch, stands a magnificent church, where the icon
first wept. Needless to say, this miracle was a great
consolation to the people of Povch.
On December 1, 1697, the icon was placed above
the tabernacle in St. Stephen’s Basilica in Vienna.
A copy of the icon was made for the church at
Povch. There the icon wept again in 1715 and 1905.
Devotion to the holy icon increased, and the church
at Marijapovch became a most renowned place of
pilgrimage (www.mariapoch.org).

A Day With the Lord
January 12-13, 2008
Free overnight for single women, at St. Agnes Convent
in St. Paul, MN; silent prayer, reflection
Consider attending, and/or encourage a friend. 

Sharon King, volunteer chef, and Emily, postulant

Volunteers –we couldn’t do without them!
There is cooking, cleaning, canning, baking,
dishes, tables to set, office work, mailings, typing,
door bells to answer, guests to serve, cupboards to
keep organized, sewing, and, last but not least,
studies to complete, books to read, term papers due,
classes to attend, etc. Our eager preparation for
going to Russia in a couple years would be
definitely slowed down if it weren’t for the
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marvelous and generous work of the many
volunteers who help us. They are an inspiration for
us, and their example keeps us seeking ever-better
ways to serve Our Lord. We are so very grateful to
them.

NEWS UPDATES:





Mark your calendars now for next year’s trip to
the Institute on Religious Life in Chicago, the
weekend after Easter: March 28-30, 2008.
See www.religiouslife.com for more details.
Thank you for several copies of the Liber
Usualis, as well as some excellent Catholic
hymnals. Please keep sending them!
Thank you for making it possible for us to attend
the National Russian Conference in Nevada in
October. It was a great blessing for us.

Donna Wright, volunteer

Training for Pro-Life Work
A Happy Thanksgiving & A Holy Christmas!

Patty McEachron, Julie Grimstad, and Sr. Maria Stella

Sisters in Jesus the Lord are training for prolife work of every kind.
On the weekend of
November 10 and 11, we organized and sponsored,
along with eight other pro-life groups, an all-day
seminar and a talk on Sunday evening. Both the
seminar and talk were presented by Julie Grimstad,
a longtime pro- life and anti-euthanasia activist. It
was a step toward helping more people know about
euthanasia-its history, the present crisis, the
Catholic Church’s teaching on it, and how to protect
yourself and your loved ones from it.

Hello. My name is Sister Catherine Marie.
Many of you know me already as Nicole Morse. As
you can tell by my picture, I am a novice.
Currently, I am in my canonical year, which means
that I am preparing to make my first private vows
soon. I am in my junior year, working toward a BA
in Catholic Studies, at the University of St. Thomas,
St. Paul, MN. I also take novice classes at home in
the convent.
Next semester, in addition to continued Russian
language study and two Catholic Studies courses, I
will be doing two independent studies: The History
of Twentieth Century Soviet Union and Russian
Philosophy. I really want to know the background
of the people with whom I will be living and
working. Thank you for supporting me in my time
of formation and preparation for the missions.
We need your continued financial support,
volunteer work, and prayers in order to send
well-trained, faith-filled missionaries to Russia.

God bless you for your generosity.
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CATHOLIC FAITH IN RUSSIA
Sister Julia Kubista, M.M.
Q: Why would Roman Catholic sisters go to Russia,
which is predominantly Orthodox?
A: The Catholic Church has had dioceses in Russia for
many years. Before 1917, there were 17 million Roman
Catholics in Russia. Today there are ca. 0.5 million
baptized Roman Catholics in Russia; however, fewer
than 10,000 Catholics are practicing their faith. This
could be because of the dire lack of priests and sisters, or
because of the devastation that Communism brought to
the Church, or because of the still-prevailing fear
instilled in the people during the persecution. In any
case, the Holy Father wants all faithful Catholics to have
the Mass and the sacraments and the opportunity to grow
in their faith. Some families have been Catholic for
centuries and have a right to embrace Christ’s teachings
again. We are going to Russia to help them.
It is interesting to note that, although the majority of
the Russians identify themselves as Orthodox, many of
them are not practicing their faith. For example, recently
the number of baptized Russian Orthodox in Moscow
who came for Easter services, the greatest feast day in
the Orthodox world, was only 0.5% of the Russian
Orthodox population. In addition, some Russians claim
no religious affiliation at all.
I remember attending a Marian Conference several
years ago in St. Paul, MN. One of the seminar
presenters spoke then of the urgency of reawakening the
faith in Russia because of its being the largest nation in
the world (2 ½ times the size of the US land mass),
because of its people’s experience of Communism, and
because of its strategic location between China, with its
neighboring Communist nations, and the rest of the
world. There are ca. 142 million people in Russia
(current population). The effects of 70 years of atheistic
socialism are still present in Russia. Increasing a
Christian witness there could make an enormous
difference for Russia’s future contribution to the world.
Perhaps the most important reason for the Church to
turn special attention to the faith in Russia is that Our
Lady and Our Lord have a soft spot in their hearts for
Russia—this is confirmed by the now-90-year-old
message of Fatima. It is a calling, in need of special
attention.
Q: What role would you sisters plan to play in reaching
Catholics in Russia?
A. The following are three important ways that can have
a great effect in bringing Russians closer to God. They
are 1) the language of sacred music concerts, 2)
monastic religious life, and 3) fostering and forming
native clergy and religious.

Father Daniel Maurer, at the Most Holy Mother of
God Catholic Church in Vladivostok, has for years, at
the request of the government, been organizing concerts,
usually for special holy days. The beautiful church
and lovely music are very popular with the general
public. The Russian people have a fondness and special
appreciation for good music. Their custom is to have a
theme for each concert, and then each piece is explained
by a concert announcer rather than in a written program.
Each theme and its description, so well-written by
Father, are an additional attraction for the people.
Father thinks that the value of religious life in
reawakening the faith is underestimated.
Father
Benedict Groeschel described the role of monastic life in
Western Europe in earlier times, saying that “people who
went off to be with God showed people in the middle of
society how to live.”
All three ways are “a good fit” for Sisters in Jesus the
Lord. To be good contemplative/active sisters is a
priority for us; we love music, and the joy of being a
sister naturally lends itself to eagerly looking for ways to
help establish native Catholic religious communities.

Most Holy
Mother of God Catholic
Church in Vladivostok,
Russia, as it is to look
when the present
renovation is finished.
It is a treasure because it is
one of only a very few
Catholic churches in all of
Russia that were not
demolished by the
Communists.

TO CONTACT SISTERS OR CANONS:
Sisters in Jesus the Lord
525 Thomas Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55103-1691
(651) 291-7777
www.cjd.cc
info@cjd.cc

Mary Mother of God Mission Society
1854 Jefferson Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105-1662
(651) 227-0208
www.vladmission.org
A lay mission organization supporting our brother
community in Vladivostok, Russia.
Sisters in Jesus the Lord is a new private association seeking to
“bring people to Jesus and Jesus to people” (John Paul II), starting
with reviving the Roman Catholic Church in the Russian Far-East.
For now, the members may use their religious names and wear the
habit in the convent only. Two Roman Catholic American priests,
who are Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord, are working in
Vladivostok, Russia, and we will be their sister community.
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Vladivostok: Our First
Mission Destination

~ HOW CAN I HELP? ~
PRAYER PARTNER WITH SISTERS

ADOPT A SISTER!
No gift is too small!
All donations are tax-deductible.

IN JESUS THE LORD!
We believe that God wants us to get to Russia as soon as
possible to help the growing Catholic Church in the
Russian Far-East with Father Myron Effing and the
Canons Regular of Jesus the Lord. We are eagerly
preparing for the day when we can join them. We hope
to send three sisters in August of 2009.
Please pray that young women who have a vocation to
missionary life will come, and that our community will
develop according to God’s plan. We send a list of
prayer intentions via email each month to all our prayer
partners.
To become a prayer partner with us, please email
us at sisterjulia@cjd.cc, or send us your postal address.
Your prayers are our life-line!

Make donations online at

www.cjd.cc
or
Make checks payable to:

Sisters in Jesus the Lord
90 YEARS

Send to: 525 Thomas Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55103-1691

WISH LIST:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Copies of the Liber Usualis, new or used.
Individual copies of Catholic hymnals with
harmony.
Volunteer secretarial help.
Volunteers to make saints bracelets.
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